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After Nazi defeat and Liberation in 1945, millions if 
displaced persons wandered through devastated Europe. 
Approximately 7 million to 9 million were uprooted 
by the war. The end of 1945 would repatriate 6 million 
to their former national states. Of the remaining 1.5 
million approximately 250,000 survivors were Jewish; 
of this population 200,00 had been liberated from Nazi 
concentration camps, extermination caps, or rescued from 
death marches across the former Reich. Heim Genizi writes 
that, “Jewish survivors of concentration camps were wrecked 
people physically and mentally.”1

 The state of DP camps at the end of the war through 
the fall of 1945 continued to be fatal for survivors; nutrition, 
sanitary conditions, and camp accommodations were poor, 
even poorer still for Jewish survivors as they were exposed to 
humiliation and anti-Semitic attacks from non-Jews. When 
the war ended, Nazi concentration camps were liberated by 
Russian, British, and American armed forces. Most of the 
Jewish DP camps were in the British Zone in northern Austria 
and the American Zone consisting of Berlin in the south. In 
the summer of 1945, the Harrison Commission appointed by 
Harry S. Truman improved living conditions in the American 
Zone in comparison to Liberation. Bergen Belsen, a former 
Nazi concentration camp was in was considered the British 
Zone would not see dramatic improvements for months.
 The majority of the Jewish survivors were not 
prepared to return to their former life, especially in anti-
Semitic Eastern Europe. Upon return, Jews face retribution, 
deprivation, or continued pogroms of annihilation. At the 
time of Liberation, the majority of Jews found in Nazi camps 
were at the end of their strength, malnourished, diseased, 
and in shock. Israel Gutman states, “At the end of 1946 the 
number of Jewish DPs was estimated at 250,000, of whom 
185,000 were in Germany, 45,000 in Austria, and 20,000 in 
Italy.”2  These DPs consisted mostly of Polish Jews. Many of 
western European Jews were able to return to their countries 
of origin.
 

 Relief organizations formerly working in Spain 
shifted their emphasis on the DP camps of Europe. Agencies 
such as the american jewish joint distribution 
committee; the joint; (JDC); or (AJDC); and the united 
nations relief and rehabilitation administration 
(UNRRA), poised themselves to provide basic necessities of 
life and act as principally supervisory agencies to all non-
governmental relief organizations. An estimated forecast 
for quick repatriation of Jewish DPs was mired in political 
and national litigation and ongoing debate. The supreme 
headquarters of the allied expeditionary forces in 
europe (SHAEF) would be responsible for the provisions 
of housing, food, clothing, and medical supplies; and the 
UNRRA would provide recreational facilities, health and 
welfare services, and other supplementary functions.3  Other 
agencies such as the international red cross societies of 
France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Sweden were crucial 
to the implementation of social services. The immediate goal 
of all, although of differing opinions, was the immigration 
and repatriation of the interned. Initial refugee problems in  
Germany, Austria, and Italy differed greatly from nation to 
nation. The initial 7 million DPs were; Russian POWs, and 
Slavic laborers, as well as Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, 
and Poles fleeing the Russian advances; seeking refuge in 
both British and American Zones. Political pressures would 
limit the support and need of this group by arranging for 
them to go home with concessions by the Russians. The 
Jewish population would remain with serious complications 
and a great amount of bargaining ahead of them. The work of 
Jewish agencies is separate from non-Jewish agencies as the 
immediate sensitive difference was the character  
of Jewish DPs. 
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