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This thesis does not use the term internment lightly. Its 
proclivity renders an idea of contained freedoms. Internment 
camps established across the globe during World War II and 
their usage still today depict a strong urgency of communal 
fear. Internment camps in America relocated thousands 
of Japanese–Americans out of prejudicial fear. American 
internment camps were established for German–Americans; 
often mixing them in the same facilities with Japanese–
Americans, as well as military POWs. In times of war and civil 
unrest, warring nations become uneasy at the prospect of the 
enemy within.
 During World War II, internment camps established 
in ‘friendly’ countries saw the danger if immigrant refugees. 
Assimilated Jews established in Australia for example, feared 
the influx of European Jewish refugees, seeing them as a 
threat towards their own stable and influential community, 
Jews that were able  
to immigrate to Australia were initially interned as their 
alien status shifted  
from ‘enemy aliens,’ to ‘friendly aliens.’ Resurgent attitudes 
of nationalism necessitated internment camps as a solution 
for the confinement of the ‘others,’ or ‘outsiders’. Native 
countrymen saw immigrant populations as dangerous for 
sympathetic revolution.
 In the case of this research, internment camps 
have privileges in difference from concentration camps, 
prison camps, work camps, and POW camps. This thesis 
designates DP camps and refugee camps to fall within 
this broadened usage of the term ‘internment.’ The Oxford 
English Dictionary (1989) gives the meaning as “The action 
of ‘interning,’ confinement within the limits of a country or 
place.” There is a common distinction between internment; 
confined usually for preventative reasons, and imprisonment 
which implicates criminal activity. The Oxford English 
Dictionary, 2nd ed. defines the term further as; a camp where 
non-combatants of a district are accommodated. The Nazi 
regime in Germany initially made distinctions; interning 
political prisoners and foreign nationals before the war 
1933-1939; and after the war began in 1939, making dramatic 
inclusions for the anti-Semitic justifications of interning 
Jews through relocation and death through 1945. Internally 
most governments choose to use alternate terms for 

internment such as resettlement camps or detention centers. 
Early usage of the term ghetto constituted self-internment 
like situations. Common European ghettos were Jewish 
Quarters designated for anti-Semitic segregation. Not until 
Nazi ghettos occupied and forcefully enacted the closure of 
ghettos did the tern garner such fear—imagining conditions 
of disparity and death.
 Whether medical quarantine, political, or social, 
internment camps are typical destinations for undesirables 
or the displaced. Displaced Persons after the war necessitated 
the use of common facilities offering social services to 
refugees of all distinctions. Jewish displaced person had 
unique and specific needs that largely depended on relief 
organizations for the rehabilitation of the European Jewish 
Diaspora. While DP camps were not forced per se, conditions 
were very unpleasant, specifically after Liberation where 
thousands of Jews died before organized relief could attend 
to their dire needs. Within the internment / DP system Jews 
could work towards their extended freedom.
 I use the classification of internment to associate 
all forms of suggested imprisonment, whether directed by 
force, or by need. After Liberation Jews were left with little 
options; housing shortages, destruction, scarcity of food, 
and rampant anti-Semitism left Jews without choice. While 
thousands of Jews initially returned to their place of origin 
after Liberation, many could not cope or were unprepared to 
return to a life of normalcy so soon after the wars end again 
made their way to DP camps that could offer help and relief 
from years of suffering. 

ELEMENTS OF I NTERNMENT


